Cover Sheet, Instructions and Letter to Super Committee

Please submit prior to November 23, 2011

Below is the sample letter you can send to the co-chairs of the joint select committee. The easiest and most efficient way to send your letter is to go to the committee’s website and scroll down and click on “Write to Us Today.” Simply follow the directions below. Your message will be distributed to the entire committee as well as to any cc’s you include in the letter, in this case Senators Feinstein and Boxer. 

1) Visit the committee’s web page: http://www.deficitreduction.gov/public/index.cfm/home
2) Scroll down and click on “Write to Us Today”

3) Complete the form 
4) Copy and paste the letter (follows on the next page of this document) in the “Message” box

If you would prefer to send the letter by FAX:

Patty Murray (D – Washington)

Co Chair 

Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction
Fax: (202) 224-0238
Jeb Hensarling (R – Texas)

Co Chair

Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction

Fax:  (202) 226-4888

Senator Barbara Boxer
Fax: (202) 224-0454 (Oakland office)
Other office locations: http://boxer.senate.gov/en/contact/offices/index.cfm 
Senator Dianne Feinstein

United States Senate
Fax: (202) 228-3954

Patty Murray (D – Washington)
Co Chair 

Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction
448 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: (202) 224-2621
Jeb Hensarling (R – Texas)

Co Chair

Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction
129 Cannon HOB

Washington, DC  20515

Phone:  (202) 225-3484

Can
RE:  PRESERVE FUNDING FOR MEDICAID

Dear Senator Murray and Representative Hensarling:
As the Committee identifies ways to cut federal spending to resolve the $1.3 trillion federal deficit, I strongly urge you not to include cuts to Medicaid.  Medicaid and California’s version of Medicaid support mental health treatment services that help individuals of all ages lead healthier more productive lives.  

According to various studies including the National Center for Children in Poverty’s 2010 report, Addressing the Mental Health Needs of Children in the Child Welfare System, “as many as 80% of children in the child welfare system have mental health problems, the majority of whom are under age six…and young children are less likely to access services.” Clearly, low-income children have a larger unmet need for mental health care service funded primarily through Medicaid and Medi-Cal.  

Please consider the impact that cuts to children’s mental health prevention, treatment, and access to services will have on the lives of millions of families in the nation and for many years to come. I urge you to fight to preserve funding for Medicaid and community behavioral health programs.  

Sincerely,

cc:  
The Honorable U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer


The Honorable U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein
